The term infecting chancre is used to denote that form of primary lesion which is essentially syphilitic in its nature, and is invariably followed by constitutional symptoms; and is to be distinguished from the non-infecting or soft chancre, which is local in its nature and effects. In connexion with this separateness of the two kinds of sores, it may be well to allude briefly to the dual theory of venereal contagion?a theory which I believe is grounded on solid fact, and whose truth is capable of demonstrative proof in everyday experience.
This dual theory was first promulgated by Bassereau in 1852, after the most diligent and accurate clinical investigations which have ever been brought to bear on this part of the subject. He arrived at the conclusion?which Ricord after him advocated? that the hard or infecting chancre was the result of syphilitic contagion, and was always followed by syphilis; and that the soft chancre was non-syphilitic, purely local in its action, and never followed by syphilis. The 
